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in many cases make the bowstring out of banana fibre. The stri-
ker, of course, they never use. Instead, they work with a finger.
We may not go so far, it may not even be necessary to do so.
But it is certainly necessary for those who are regular spinners to
learn carding forthwith, I think it will be difficult to go on sup-
plying slivers for ever. Another thing I observed here is that
hardly anyone spins yarn of less than ten counts. The yarn
available in the market is mostly of more than ten counts. Leav-
ing out devkapas, the cotton here is of an inferior quality to that
of our mathia. The implements used on this side are cheaper than
ours. I wonder if cheap instruments do not ultimately prove
costly.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 7-6-1925

119.   A NOTE OF ADVICE

June 7, 1925

Never make a promise in haste.   Having once made it, ful-
fil it at the cost of your life.

MOHANDAS GANDHI

From a photostat: G.N. 8735

120.   LETTER TO THE EDITOR, "THE WORLD"

SABARMATI,
June 8, 1925

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your ktter1 with good wishes for which I thank you.
In my opinion the speculation you ask me to indulge in is a vain
speculation. Who knows what the whole present is? But we all
know that the whole future will be a direct result of the present.
The one change needful is humility and introspection. In our
arrogance we want to reform the world without reforming our-
selves. "Man, know thyself" is as true today as when it was
first uttered,

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary, Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 This is not available.